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Cultural Transformation and the Narrative Changes of
Contemporary Historical Novels

YUAN Yuan
(Henan Cultural Transmission and Social Development Research Center, Luoyang Normal College,

Luoyang, Henan, 471934)

Abstract: Since 1990s, the ecological environment of Chinese literature has undergone fundamental
changes. The modern aesthetic system characteristic of psychoanalysis, form exploration, and discourse
experiment has been challenged by the post—modern aesthetic system of visualization, entertainment focus and
daily themes. Historical novels have been experiencing omnidirectional transformation: they have shifted from
unitary—style writing to cross—style creation in narration, from historical ideology to mundane life in themes, from
historical analysis to history entertainment in narrative approaches, and from form exploration to technique
dilution. The overall transformation is manifested by de—historization, de—ideology, de—technique and cross—style
creation.

Key words: cultural transformation; narrative reform; electronic media; new historical novels; online

historical novels



