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Japanese Thought and Confucianism in East Asia
Civilized Region: since the End of 18th Century

KATSURAJIMA Nobuhiro
(Ritsumeikan University, Kyoto, Japan)

Abstract: In the outlying region of East Asia, Tokugawa Dynasty wasn't strongly influenced by Confucianism
and Neo—Confucianism as it was a Bushido—dominated regime and did not adopt the imperial examination system,
which, therefore, leaded to the rise of nationalism such as Kokugaku and Mitogaku. And the principle of honoring
the emperor and expulsing foreigners in Bakumatsu period was one result of the thought development of
Tokugawa Dynasty. Since then, this principle was the core of Japanese invasion ideology until 1945. Modern
Japan was dedicated to strengthening the nation and army, becoming civilized, and actively assimilating western
science and technology. However, this was a strategy of expanding Japan through emulation of “western
civilization”. So the principle of honoring the emperor and expulsing foreigners is not only the thought of Meiji
Restoration, but also a core thinking pattern of nationalism in confrontation with modern world and western world.

Key words: early modern empire; Tokugawa Dynasty; nationalism; the principle of honoring the emperor

and expulsing foreigners; Japanese invasion in modern times



