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On the East China Sea Continental Shelf Delimitation
Dispute between China and Japan

LI Hong—tao,CHEN Shao—yi
(Law School Shenzhen University, Shenzhen, Guangdong, 518060)

Abstract:The continental shelf of East China Sea includes the overlapped areas claimed by both China and

Japan. In respect of continental shelf delimitation between adjacent and opposite States, only does general rule

exist in international law. On this issue,Japan asserts equidistance principle while China insists on natural

prolongation principle to achieve equity. In international law perspective,natural prolongation forms the

cornerstone of continental shelf concept, therefore China’s position should be supported.The dispute between

China and Japan should be setlled through peaceful means.

Key words: continental shelf; natural prolongation; euidistance; equity principle; settlements



