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“It is Best to Know Your Ignorance” : on Dao De Jing

ZHANG Shang-ren
(Guangdong College of Administration, Guangzhou, Guangdong, 510200)

Abstract: The thought in Lao Tzu’s Dao De Jing is an epistemology taking metaphysical world as its object.

It is thinking from awareness of “Tao (i)”. The prerequisite for this epistemology is “knowing one’s ignorance
(HUARAD”, which is the best knowledge. The “knowledge (1)” about “Tao ()" learned on this premise is

unspeakable, therefore he who knows does not talk, which is the highest level of “knowing”. In real life, the

highest level of “knowing” is an artistic state.

Key words: enlightenment; it’s best to know one’s ignorance; he who knows does not talk



