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Public Recognition: the Construction of Legal Path for
Contemporary Grass—-root Government Mobilization

ZHANG Jin-song, YANG Shu-fang
(College of Political Science and Public Administration, Suzhou University, “New-type Urbanization and Social

Governance” Collaborative Innovation Center, Suzhou, Jiangsu, 215123)

Abstract:No government can be established or consolidated without the support of legal resources. A
government can achieve long—term stability through public recognition and acceptance. In political practice, the
legal basis of grass—root government mobilization has been constantly changing with changes in domestic and
international situations. Since China’s reform and opening up, as legal authority diminishes and the conception of
popular sovereignty gets deeper in the heart of common people, the public calls for political modernization on its
recognized object. And this is accompanied by increasingly strong sense of relative deprivation of common people
in the process of modernization and the damage of the basis of grass—root mobilization, which puts into question
of the legality of grass—root governments. The grass—root governments need to win public recognition in ideology,
basis of rules and effectiveness. Therefore, we need to shape the notion of the interest community of the
mobilization subject, construct power regulation and social security system among the mobilization objects, and
ensure all members of society an equal share of the development outcomes.
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“The Paradox of the Other”: Lyotard’s Interpretation
of Levinas’Ethics of Obligation

SHI De—jin
(School of Marxism, Sun Yat—sen University, Guangzhou, Guangdong, 510275)

Abstract:Since the other was beyond rhetoric and language, how could Levinas put forward the ethical
concept of the absolute other without incorporating the other into the existential discourse? Therefore, in the
opinion of many skeptics, this was “the paradox” that Levinas could not resolve. At this point, Lyotard believed
that this was just a neo—Hegelian misreading. Lyotard established a unique logic of prescriptive statements, which
were not commensurable with denotative (or descriptive) one, but “other than” or “beyond” it. It would go to the
paradox of formal logic or misreading if the discourse of Levinas put into the logic of denotative statements.
Instead, it is only being placed in a logic that “other than” denotative statements that it could be correctly
understood. Accordingly, Lyotard believed that Levinas just tried to suggest an asymmetric relationship with “the
other” through this unique way of statements, and then established the absolute obligation to others.
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absolute obligation



