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“‘Revealing the Historical Truth ’ in the Best Possible
Way”: the Academic Pursuit of a Contemporary
Historian

GONG Yun
(Institute of Marxism,Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing, 100732)

Abstract: History is composed of countless individual experiences. Life experiences of individual historians

reflect the development of historiography. Fang Zhiguang is an expert in Chinese modern history. His academic

career, in some way, mirrors the progression of historiography in new China and the concern of new China’s

historians for history. In his study, Fang “only seeks to tell right from wrong, nothing else.” He insists history

study be guided by Marxist historical materialism?theory and works on the principles of truth —seeking and

pragmaticism. His attitude toward history study, his research method, and principles will exert great impact upon

the development of today’s Chinese history study.

Key words: seek truth from facts; historical materialism; truth—seeking and pragmaticism



