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“History” and “Thinking” in Intellectual History:
A Debate between Pingti Ho and New Confucianism
about the True Interpretation
of Confucius*keji and fuli ”

HE Zhuo-en, LIU Heng
(Institute of Chinese Modern History, Central China Normal University, Wuhan, Hubei, 430079)

Abstract: There are lots of controversies on the issues of “history” and “thinking” in the study of intellectual
history. Some academics pay attention to exegesis, emphasizing "truth" of history in order to restore true history.
Others, however, focus on philosophical reflection and emphasize the systematic characteristics of concepts so as to
be creative in philosophical interpretation. In 1990s, the debate between Ping—ti Ho and New Confucianism scholars
on the true interpretation of Confucius’ “keji and fuli (F£CX%& #L)” in Hong Kong’s 21st Century was a typical
discussion in this field. Although the debate came to nought as they both hold onto their opinions and showed little
agreement with each other, the new ideas put forward by some of the scholars who closely followed this debate help
us make further reflection upon the issues of “history” and “thinking” in intellectual history.

Key words: intellectual history; Ping—ti Ho; New Confucianism; Wei Cheng—tung; “keji and fuli”; true

interpretation

(#5128 1)
“Sobornost Doctrines” and Gogol’s Idea
of Creative Writing

XIAO Jing-yu
(College of Western Languages and Cultures, Guangdong University of Foreign Studies, Guangzhou, Guangdong,
510006)

Abstract: As the most influential writer, playwright and thinker, Gogol replaced the vacuum left by Pushkin.
He followed Pushikin’s national tradition and carried it forward, and thus ushered in a “Gogol era” in Russian
literature. His creation has far-reaching influence upon later world—class masters such as Dostoevsky and Tolstoy,
and his masterpieces Dead Souls and Imperial Envoy have always been viewed as classics in Russian literature. As
they are increasingly well-known, they have become important sources for many creations in Russian literature. For
a long time, researches on Gogol’s creation have been confined to its realistic inclination, artistic characteristics,
aesthetic ideology and religious humanitarianism. But in fact, “Sobornost Doctrines”, the core tenets and “deep—
seeded faith” of Orthodox church, are the spiritual basis for Gogol’s creation. They are the aesthetic sources of
“anthropology” and “laughter with tears” in Gogol’s writing, and also the “Jacob’s ladder” to resurrection in
Gogol’s novels.

Key words: Orthodox church; “Sobornost Doctrines”; Gogol; philanthropy; laughter with tears; aesthetics;

resurrection



