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Building Shanghai into a Major Global Cultural
Center: Opportunities, Challenges and Priorities

HUA Jian
(Cultural Industry Research Center, Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences, Shanghai, 200235)

Abstract: In urban cultural construction, Shanghai needs to grasp at the opportunities presented by three

major global trends and several significant strategic initiatives at national level, and aim to build itself into a global

cultural center and a representative of a culturally powerful country. The priories of work are as follows: with the

combination of the construction of a cultural innovation capital with that of a port in connection with the world, and

on the basis of an innovative city and a city of EXPO, Shanghai needs to develop itself into a major cultural center,

which is most innovative worldwide and best representative of the integration of Chinese culture and world

civilization. It also needs to build itself into a world—class major megalopolis strong economically and culturally, a

cultural capital going beyond the industrial age and the post-industrial age, and a global cultural center which shifts

its focus from material production, physical capital and advantage of size to global influence, knowledge capital, and

innovation.

Key words: goals and opportunities for Shanghai; a major global cultural center; priorities of construction



