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On Song Dynasty By Wang Chuanshan and the
Knowledge Construction in Modern Japan

LIU Yue-bing
(Research Center of Modern World History, Nankai University, Tianjin, 300071)

Abstract: After the World War I, some Japanese scholars organized “The Rise and Fall in History Guild”,
selecting and translating “immortal masterpieces”on the rise and fall in history in countries around the world to
encourage Japanese people to rejuvenate their country and raise their awareness of the reasons for historical
changes. The translated series include On Song Dynasty by Wang Chuanshan (translated as Review on the History
of Song Dynasty). The analysis of the publication background of Review on the History of Song Dynasty, and the
differences between the original version and its Japanese version would inspire us to think about the significance of
the pervasiveness of Japanese translation of Chinese texts, diversity of the contents, and selectiveness in making
choices in knowledge construction of modern Japan. Besides, it would also provide us a new perspective in the
discussion of the cultural exchange between China and Japan in modern times, especially the ‘Chinese elements” in
modern Japanese culture and ideological system.

Key words: Wang Chuanshan; Review on the History of Song Dynasty; On Song Dynasty by Wang

Chuanshan; modern Japan; Chinese elements



