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Funeral Rituals during the Cultural Integration
between China and the US in Chaoshan
of Late Qing Dynasty

LI Qi-yao
(Department of Education, Beijing Normal University, Beijing, 100875)

Abstract: Since Ming and Qing Dynasties, the cultural exchange between China and the Western world has
been oriented of world history and Chinese history. The reconstruction of the funeral ritual, the most import ritual in
one’s life, came to be influenced by western culture. After Chaoshan was opened for foreign trade, the missionaries
of American Baptist Missionary Union brought some American funeral ritual elements into that region. Based on
both religious belief and secular life, the funeral rituals of the baptists in Chaoshan generally followed local
traditions with the anti—church elements removed and some Christian rituals embedded. When embedding the
Christian rituals, people not only referred to the actual funerals of some missionaries, but also localized them with
great care, from which developed China’s own Christian funeral culture.

Key words: cultural exchange between China and the Western world; Christian; funeral rituals; Chaoshan;

late Qing Dynasty
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Religious Belief and Wealth Transfer
in Italian Renaissance

LIU Xin-li
(The Research Center for Judaic and Inter—Religious Studies of Shandong University, Jinan, Shandong, 250100)

Abstract: ltalian Renaissance witnessed large amounts of remarkable religious artworks, and some even
represented that period, indicating the wealth of some people turned to luxurious religious articles. From the 14th to
the 16th century, the religious artworks evolved from religious necessities, religious ornaments to religious luxuries
with main purposes of being doctrine publicity, authority demonstration and cultural inheritance respectively. The
power for such development mainly includes two factors: the first is the sustainable development of European
traditional culture with Christian culture at the core, in which classicism and humanism played important but
auxiliary roles; the second is the development trend of Christian faith with doctrine popularized, service offering—
oriented, and church secularized, in which the dogmatic theology of Christianity played an crucial guiding role.
Religious luxuries held an important place among the artworks in Italian Renaissance, which indicates at least two
points: religious faith could integrate with secular culture and further create and promote the cultural prosperity of
that time; religious luxuries could take in some social wealth and further inherit and preserve the national cultural
heritage.

Key words: christianity; religious luxuries; Renaissance art; wealth transfer; cultural inheritance; cultural

prosperity



