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New Methods for the Construction of Chinese
Discourse : Dialogues between Ancient Chinese Literary
Theory and Contemporary Western Literary Theory

CAO Shun—-qing
(College of Literature and Journalism, Sichuan University, Chengdu, Sichuan, 610064)

Abstract: Among Chinese academics, Chinese literary theory is detached from reality and falls into the
dilemma of “aphasia” for dozens of years as academics rely too much on western academic discourse and western
literary theory. With the development of literary theory for recent thirty years, we begin to reflect on current
situation of Chinese literary theory, and explore feasible ways for the reconstruction of theory discourse. The
reconstruction of Chinese discourse should be based on practical survival experience. We should make full use of
existing academic resources to integrate Chinese and western literary theory, and be innovative on the basis of
inherited traditions. The dialogues between ancient Chinese literary theory and contemporary western literary theory
are new methods for the construction of Chinese discourse. Ancient literary theory is China’s traditional discourse
resources, while western literary theory represents current context. The dialogues between them are significant for
the reconstruction of China’s literary theory and its future development. To construct Chinese literary discourse, we
should start with current context and theory fulerums of the dialogues between China and western countries, and
topics of dialogues and way of communication.

Key words: construction of Chinese discourse; literary theory; ancient Chinese literary theory; contemporary

western literary theory; dialogue; reconstruction



