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Digital Belt and Road Initiative: Challenges and
Countermeasures

ZHANG Yao—jun;SONG Jia—yun
(Beijing Key Laboratory of B&R’s Data Analysis and Decision Support, Beijing International Studies University,
Beijing, 100024)

Abstract: The Digital Belt and Road Initiative (DBAR) conforms to China’s endogenous need of constructing
a strong digital country, and provides opportunities for countries along Silk Road in digitalization development.
Currently, countries along the “Belt and Road” have established some basis for digitalization development, but the
overall level needs to be improved. The construction of DBAR is beneficial for countries along the Belt and Road to
achieve economic and social development, better governance, accumulate advantage in international competition,
and hence promote the reform of global governance system. Challenges facing the construction of DBAR cannot be
ignored: countries along the Belt and Road have weak strategic consciousness of big data; the big data
infrastructures vary from country to country; security threats to big data arise constantly; the abilities of setting
standard for big data vary in those countries. To meet these challenges, we need to focus on several aspects as
follows: help those countries raise awareness of big data and optimize top—level design of digitalization; increase
investment in infrastructures and expand the application of big data technology; reinforce governance in cyber
space, and improve the security of data flow; go all out to construct support systems to guarantee smooth
development of DBAR.

Key words: big data; the Digital Belt and Road (DBAR); digital economy; Digital power; Digital Globalization



