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From Left—-Wing Communism to Opportunism: Politi—
cal Economic Evolution of “Privatization” of USSR

BAO Da-wei
(College of Humanities, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou, Zhejiang, 310028)

Abstract: In more than half a century, from the outbreak of October Revolution to the collapse of the Soviet
Union, as the Soviet Communist Party gradually abandoned Marxism—-Leninism, together with public property pubic
power toppled toward oligarchy. This transition from “public” to “private” ran through the political economic
evolution of the Soviet Union (Russia). On one hand, the radical leftists, dogmatic and unrealistically optimistic,
persistently hampered the reform of socialist system. On the other hand, as the “opportunists”, the elites of the Party
and state monopolized public power and eventually took advantage and “ made transformation” in the collapse of
the Soviet Union. This evolution of nearly seventy years from “left” to “right” went badly wrong in two opposite
directions, but it actually resulted from the Soviet Communist Party’s neglect of its own construction and resulting
corruption. This is a warning to the communist parties and socialist countries in this century. They all have to learn
from the history of Soviet Union, and hack out a prospective socialist development road with realistic approaches
and self—purification attitude.

Key words: Lenin; the Soviet Union; public power; privatization; the leftist; opportunism
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The Challenges of liberal Left—wing Political Parties in
Europe and United States from the Perspective of the

Comeback of Authoritarian Populism

MEN Xiao—jun
(School of Marxism Studies, Shanghai International Studies University, Shanghai, 201601)

Abstract: The rise of left —wing and right —wing leaders such as Alexis Tsipras, Pablol Iglesias, Bernie
Saunders, Theresa May, Marine Le Pen and Donald Trump meant that authoritarian populism, once used to analyze
Thatch’s political program of the 1980s, shrouded in Europe and United States again. The authoritarian populism in
Europe and United States has distinct features of anti—elitism, authoritarianism and nativism. The root causes of its
comeback have two kinds of explanation perspective, one is economic inequality, the other is cultural backlash.
From these two perspectives, the challenges facing the liberal left—-wing political parties in Europe and United States
are fundamental. From the former, the liberal left —wing political parties no longer pay too much attention to
economic inequality or make great efforts to the issue of inequality, have led some of their supporters to shift toward
authoritarian populist parties that focus on economic issues, resulting in a breakup of liberal left—wing. From the
latter, the unification of the liberal left—wing parties embracing the progressivism values and the "New Social
Movement" inevitably lead to a rift between their own supportive forces.

Key words: Authoritarian Populism;Economic Inequality ; Cultural Backlash ; Progressivism ; Cultural Hege—
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