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Human Rights—based Approach to Global Governance
of Migration: A Tough Process from Fragmentation to
Integration

HAO Lu-yi
(Institute of International Law, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing, 100720)

Abstract: Although immigration issue is a global challenge, the policies and rules to manage and control

immigration reflect unilateral nature. Meanwhile, the international laws guaranteeing immigrants’ human rights are

messy and unable to guide safe and orderly international migration. Human rights—based approach to governance of

international migration is the adaption of current legal mechanism of migration, which responds to international

migration in an integrated and coherent manner. This approach centers around guarantee of the rights, dignity and

basic freedom of individuals, emphasizes the interdependence and correlations between the rights of immigrants and

national obligations, and confirms home countries, transit countries and destination countries share the

responsibility and obligation to protect the rights of immigrants. Sustainable development, international cooperation

and supervision and accountability mechanisms are effective ways to implement human rights—based approach to

governance of migration.

Key words: global migration governance; human rights—based approach; sustainable development; New York
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